Charge to the Jury,
Mr Justice Darling:
say she never had a single dose of arsenic until the 16th February
and she never had another, and she died of that; and she took
it herself intending to kill herself. If you believe that she did
take it herself, intending to kill herself or not, -why, obviously,
he did not give it to her, and he is not guilty. But the prose-
cution say that won't hold -water, it wilt not do; there is the
evidence of Dr. Hincks and the nurse. It doesn't agree with the
taking of only one dose. The defence argue that it does: the
prosecution argue that it does not. The defence say it could
all have been taken in the one dose on the 16th. It "is for you
to consider whether she could possibly have gone to get it, even
if she had known -where it was, and supposing then" according
to this evidence of Hr. Matthews, the white arsenic to have been
in the cupboard in the study. Well, now, you make up your
minds, if you can, whether she did take it herself or whether
she did not. If she did, the prisoner is absolutely innocent.
But now, suppose you come to the conclusion that she did
not take it herself, where are you left? Who, according to any
evidence here, had arsenic? No one but the prisoner. Did
anybody know that there was any in the house but himself 1
He says no. At the time he made that statement he said nobody
knew there was any in the house. He said it himself. When
he made that statement there was some in the bureau. Why did
not he mention it? There were 2 ounces of it in the bureau—
you have seen it—white arsenic. When he made that statement
to the police he never mentioned white arsenic; he made a state-
ment which he himself says mixed up the 1919 arsenic, the grey,
with the white. Why did not he mention the white? At the
time he made that statement the little parcel in his pocket had
not been found. At the time he made that statement he had no
reason to suppose that the police would know anything about
the white arsenic; but before he went out of that office he realised
that he had got the white arsenic in his pocket ; and he says not
till that moment did he ever remember that he had bought white
arsenic of Davies and had put it in the cupboard, and then in
the bureau. He had forgotten that. After what I have read
to you, do you believe that? If you do not, if you think that in
the witness-box he has told you a deliberate falsehood about that,
what do you think of his evidence, any of it]
You have heard it all. You have heard his denial that he
gave any to his wife. Do you believe he could have forgotten
that -white arsenic? He had omitted it altogether from his state-
ment. Would not it have been a very bad thing for him to have
put in his statement? By this time the police were inquiring
into the case of Martin. Wouldn't it have been a very bad
thing if he had to state to the police,, " Not only is there that
grey stuff in the cupboard, but in the bureau1 in my study in a
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